
SB0329

- 6 - Authorized Print Version - SB 329

fund. and All transfers must be completed by February 1 April 1 of the current fiscal year in which the agreement

is executed and by April 1 in any subsequent year to which the agreement applies.

(3)  Expenditures from the interlocal cooperative fund under this section are limited to those expenditures

that are permitted by law and that are within the final budget for the general budgeted fund from which the transfer

was made.

(4)  The intent of this section is to increase the flexibility and efficiency of school districts without an

increase in local taxes.  In furtherance of this intent, if transfers of funds are made from any school district fund

supported by a nonvoted levy, the district may not increase its nonvoted levy for the purpose of restoring the

amount of funds transferred.

(5)  As used in this title, "multidistrict cooperative" means a public entity created by two or more school

districts executing a multidistrict agreement under this section or any school district or other public entity

participating in an interlocal cooperative agreement under the provisions of Title 20, chapter 9, part 7, as either

a coordinating or a cooperating agency."

Section 3.  Montana pathway to excellence program -- purpose. (1) [Sections 3 and 4] may be known

as the pathway to excellence program.

(2)  The purpose of the pathway to excellence program is to promote educational excellence in Montana's

public schools through data-driven decisionmaking.

(3)  It is the intent of the program that Montana K-12 public education remain focused on continuous

improvement and increased academic achievement for students in public schools.

Section 4.  Transparency and public availability of public school performance data -- reporting.

(1) The office of public instruction shall develop a publicly available data system that displays an educational data

profile for each school district.

(2)  Each school district's educational profile must include, at a minimum, the following elements:

(a)  school district contact information and links to district websites, when available;

(b)  state criterion-referenced testing results;

(c)  program and course offerings;

(d)  student enrollment and demographics by grade level; and
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(e)  graduation rates.

(3)  Each school district shall annually report to the office of public instruction and publish and post on

the school district's internet website the following district data for the preceding school year:

(a) the number and type of employee positions, including administrators;

(b) for the current employee in each position:

(i)  the total amount of compensation paid to the employee by the district.  The total amount of

compensation includes but is not limited to the employee's base wage or salary, overtime pay, and other income

from school-sanctioned extracurricular activities, including coaching and similar activities; and

(ii) the certification held by and required of the employee;

(c)  the student-teacher ratio by grade;

(d)  (i) the amount, by category, spent by the district for operation and maintenance, stated in total cost

and cost per square foot; and

(ii) the amount of principal and interest paid on bonds;

(e)  the total district expenditures per student;

(f)  the total budget for all funds;

(g)  the total number of students enrolled and the average daily attendance;

(h)  the total amount spent by the district on extracurricular activities and the total number of students that

participated in extracurricular activities; and

(i)  the number of students that entered the 9th grade in the school district but did not graduate from a

high school in that district and for which the school district did not receive a transfer request.  For reporting

purposes, the students identified under this subsection (3)(i) are considered to have dropped out of school.

(4)  Each school district shall also post on the school district's internet website a copy of every working

agreement the district has with any organized labor organization and the district's costs, if any, associated with

employee union representation, collective bargaining, and union grievance procedures and litigation resulting

from union employee grievances.

(5)  If a school district does not have an internet website, the school district shall publish the information

required under subsections (2) and (3) in printed form and provide a copy of the information upon request at the

cost incurred by the school district for printing only.

(6)  The superintendent of public instruction shall continually enhance the statewide data system to
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support the collection of data from schools, implement a data collection plan to reduce redundant data requests,

increase data use from the centralized system by various functions within the office of public instruction, and

promote transparency in reporting to schools, school districts, communities, and the public. Actionable data

analysis must be produced to promote academic improvement.

(7)  The superintendent of public instruction shall gather, maintain, and distribute longitudinal, actionable

data in the following areas:

(a)  statewide student identifier;

(b)  student-level enrollment data, including average daily attendance;

(c)  student-level statewide assessment data;

(d)  information on untested students;

(e)  student-level graduation and dropout data;

(f)  ability to match student-level K-12 and higher education data;

(g)  a statewide data audit system;

(h)  a system to track student achievement with a direct teacher-to-student match to help track, report,

and create opportunities for improved individual student performance;

(i)  student-level course completion data, including transcripts, to assess career and college readiness;

and

(j)  student-level ACT results, scholastic achievement test results, and advanced placement exam data.

(8)  The superintendent of public instruction shall emphasize the creation of and distribution of individual

diagnostic data for each student in a manner that is timely and protects the privacy rights of students and families

as they relate to education so that school districts may use the data to support timely academic intervention as

needed and to otherwise improve the academic achievement of the students of each school district.

(9)  On or before June 30, 2013, the superintendent of public instruction shall begin presenting

longitudinal data on academic achievement and shall develop plans for a measurement of growth for the

statewide student assessment required by the board of public education.

Section 5.  Section 20-7-102, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-102.  Accreditation of schools. (1) The conditions under which each elementary school, each

middle school, each junior high school, 7th and 8th grades funded at high school rates, and each high school
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operates must be reviewed by the superintendent of public instruction to determine compliance with the standards

of accreditation. The accreditation status of each school must then be established by the board of public

education upon the recommendation of the superintendent of public instruction. Notification of the accreditation

status for the applicable school year or years must be given to each district by the superintendent of public

instruction.

(2)  A school may be accredited for a period consisting of 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 school years, except that

multiyear accreditation may be granted only to schools that are in compliance with 20-4-101.

(3)  A nonpublic school may, through its governing body, request that the board of public education

accredit the school. Nonpublic schools may be accredited in the same manner as provided in subsection (1).

(4)  As used in this section, "7th and 8th grades funded at high school rates" means an elementary school

district or K-12 district elementary program whose 7th and 8th grades are funded as provided in

20-9-306(14)(c)(ii)(14)(a)(iii)(B)."

Section 6.  Section 20-7-1201, MCA, is amended to read:

"20-7-1201.  Montana virtual digital academy -- purposes -- governance. (1) There is a Montana

virtual digital academy at a unit of the Montana university system.

(2)  The purposes of the Montana virtual digital academy are to:

(a)  make distance learning opportunities available to all school-age children through public school

districts in the state of Montana;

(b)  offer high-quality instructors who are licensed and endorsed in Montana and courses that are in

compliance with all relevant education and distance learning rules, standards, and policies; and

(c)  emphasize the core subject matters required under the accreditation standards, offer advanced

courses for dual credit in collaboration with the Montana university system, and offer enrichment courses.

(3)  The Montana virtual digital academy must be governed by a board with equal representation from:

(a)  the commissioner of higher education or a designee;

(b)  the superintendent of public instruction or a designee;

(c)  a Montana-licensed and Montana-endorsed classroom teacher appointed by the board of public

education;

(d)  a Montana-licensed school district administrator appointed by the board of public education;




